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Field 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000

...................................Total, all surveyed fields 448,031 448,679 443,058 437,590 430,875 428,156 434,300 435,612

..............Total, science and engineering fields 389,648 386,413 377,857 371,643 364,578 361,107 365,770 368,595

...............................................Sciences, total 280,114 280,110 277,164 274,438 269,145 266,882 269,733 269,460

...............................Physical sciences, total 33,777 32,981 31,969 31,001 29,849 29,457 29,559 29,363
.................................................Astronomy 880 973 912 874 778 820 832 888

..................................................Chemistry 19,183 18,881 18,635 18,416 17,885 17,663 17,677 17,442
......................................................Physics 13,449 12,789 12,113 11,433 10,926 10,619 10,660 10,640

...........................Physical sciences, n.e.c. 265 338 309 278 260 355 390 393

................Earth, atmos., & ocean sci., total 14,357 14,577 14,385 13,879 13,152 12,921 12,812 12,719
...............................Atmospheric sciences 1,095 1,090 1,062 1,079 1,081 954 906 956

.............................................Geosciences 7,385 7,326 7,180 6,894 6,562 6,293 6,265 6,245
...........................................Oceanography 2,473 2,678 2,549 2,462 2,313 2,395 2,458 2,486

............Earth, atmos., & ocean sci., n.e.c. 3,404 3,483 3,594 3,444 3,196 3,279 3,183 3,032

.......................Mathematical sciences, total 17,971 17,657 16,651 16,230 15,015 14,582 14,341 13,944
........Mathematics & applied mathematics 14,994 14,616 13,610 13,221 12,370 11,976 11,653 11,165

....................................................Statistics 2,977 3,041 3,041 3,009 2,645 2,606 2,688 2,779

.....................................Computer sciences 30,870 29,632 28,986 29,860 30,882 32,376 35,578 39,686

...................................Agricultural sciences 11,261 11,489 11,613 11,225 11,079 11,033 11,136 10,870

.............................Biological sciences, total 52,383 53,976 54,296 53,893 53,076 52,937 53,156 52,629
....................................................Anatomy 961 1,018 982 1,019 1,003 922 886 924

..............................................Biochemistry 5,431 5,550 5,505 5,213 5,049 5,095 5,060 4,922
......................................................Biology 11,545 11,436 11,261 11,583 11,805 11,399 11,209 10,744

..............................Biometry/epidemiology 2,658 2,710 2,812 3,001 2,900 3,511 3,529 3,471
.................................................Biophysics 780 794 845 833 748 737 710 745

.......................................................Botany 2,705 2,741 2,605 2,501 2,396 2,319 2,252 2,166
................................................Cell biology 3,428 3,814 3,978 3,996 3,937 4,029 4,281 4,449

.....................................................Ecology 1,251 1,420 1,508 1,497 1,471 1,520 1,559 1,591
...........................Entomology/parasitology 1,247 1,263 1,241 1,234 1,161 1,168 1,145 1,104

....................................................Genetics 1,733 1,649 1,651 1,679 1,713 1,660 1,714 1,648
............Microbio., immunology, & virology 4,990 5,067 4,999 4,886 4,780 4,751 4,795 4,800

.....................................................Nutrition 4,045 4,254 4,460 4,381 4,235 4,081 4,143 4,106
..................................................Pathology 1,485 1,603 1,575 1,583 1,621 1,514 1,509 1,460

...........................................Pharmacology 2,649 2,839 2,710 2,663 2,597 2,711 2,729 2,927
.................................................Physiology 2,372 2,378 2,540 2,377 2,298 2,151 2,064 1,985

.....................................................Zoology 2,037 2,021 2,001 1,848 1,662 1,616 1,554 1,479
....................................Biosciences, n.e.c. 3,066 3,419 3,623 3,599 3,700 3,753 4,017 4,108

.........................................Psychology, total 41,039 41,174 40,603 40,299 40,787 40,336 39,629 38,248
..................................Psychology, general 13,437 13,199 12,609 11,861 12,330 12,281 11,683 11,276

....................................Clinical psychology 10,969 10,966 11,007 11,311 11,678 11,390 11,492 11,252
.....................................Psychology, n.e.c. 16,633 17,009 16,987 17,127 16,779 16,665 16,454 15,720

...................................Social sciences, total 78,456 78,624 78,661 78,051 75,305 73,240 73,522 72,001
..............................Agricultural economics 2,377 2,251 2,315 2,110 2,038 1,992 2,011 2,076

................Anthropology (cultural & social) 7,114 7,414 7,419 7,491 7,238 7,213 7,255 7,273
................Economics (except agricultural) 12,487 12,259 12,011 11,434 10,576 10,168 10,020 10,193

................................................Geography 3,790 3,907 3,875 3,872 3,811 3,807 3,784 3,593
.............History and philosophy of science 369 387 401 409 443 449 503 472

.................................................Linguistics 2,947 2,937 2,857 2,848 2,793 2,662 2,570 2,456
.........................................Political science 30,009 29,222 28,925 28,008 26,552 25,623 25,831 25,583

...................................................Sociology 8,449 8,459 8,503 8,401 8,299 7,892 7,847 7,666
.............................Sociology/anthropology 841 877 840 850 874 850 730 736

...............................Social sciences, n.e.c. 10,073 10,911 11,515 12,628 12,681 12,584 12,971 11,953

..........................................Engineering, total 109,534 106,303 100,693 97,205 95,433 94,225 96,037 99,135
...............................Aerospace engineering 3,905 3,653 3,287 3,140 3,029 3,096 3,290 3,337
..............................Agricultural engineering 1,018 1,061 1,037 1,012 941 925 934 899
...............................Biomedical engineering 2,613 2,674 2,662 2,685 2,785 2,850 3,069 3,188

.................................Chemical engineering 7,449 7,548 7,358 7,316 7,189 7,007 6,812 7,030
..........................................Civil engineering 18,140 18,528 17,911 17,348 16,168 15,580 15,403 15,769

..................................Electrical engineering 32,753 30,734 28,417 27,509 28,445 28,857 29,194 31,044
....................................Engineering science 2,148 2,069 1,945 1,741 1,636 1,685 1,604 1,601

......................Industrial/manufacturing eng. 12,815 12,963 12,358 11,672 10,933 10,288 10,971 11,485
..............................Mechanical engineering 17,555 17,011 15,777 14,932 14,471 14,058 14,297 14,797

........................Metallurgical/materials eng. 5,263 5,108 4,857 4,677 4,611 4,603 4,415 4,318
......................................Mining engineering 411 399 362 351 333 290 320 276
....................................Nuclear engineering 1,306 1,246 1,154 980 868 821 830 792

................................Petroleum engineering 717 612 594 551 557 567 630 621
......................................Engineering, n.e.c. 3,441 2,697 2,974 3,291 3,467 3,598 4,268 3,978

See explanatory information, if any, and SOURCE at end of table.
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...........................................Total, health fields 58,383 62,266 65,201 65,947 66,297 67,049 68,530 67,017

.......................................Medical fields, total 13,429 14,256 14,814 14,724 14,605 15,890 16,553 15,846
............................................Anesthesiology 494 516 529 647 616 650 625 633

...................................................Cardiology 11 14 19 18 33 36 63 53
..........................Oncology/cancer research 209 208 189 185 198 209 250 237

.............................................Endocrinology 63 63 53 46 43 58 67 57
.........................................Gastroenterology 1 0 0 0 3 6 7 40

.................................................Hematology 3 2 1 3 3 1 5 6
....................................................Neurology 1,335 1,472 1,571 1,653 1,717 1,825 1,907 1,992

..........................Obstetrics and gynecology 3 4 6 4 18 13 16 16
............................................Ophthalmology 19 32 30 33 33 38 49 58

....................................Otorhinolaryngology 1 2 0 0 2 0 3 9
....................................................Pediatrics 196 261 238 275 342 328 316 403

.......Preventive medicine/community health 9,651 10,135 10,647 10,321 10,046 11,234 11,683 10,641
....................................................Psychiatry 103 144 158 131 135 86 87 136

......................................Pulmonary disease 0 0 0 0 0 0 6 7
....................................................Radiology 287 320 268 227 221 191 187 166

........................................................Surgery 82 119 174 167 171 122 122 147
..............................Clinical medicine, n.e.c. 971 964 931 1,014 1,024 1,093 1,160 1,245

................................Other health fields, total 44,954 48,010 50,387 51,223 51,692 51,159 51,977 51,171
...........................................Dental sciences 1,228 1,298 1,338 1,388 1,491 1,518 1,467 1,430

........................................................Nursing 21,122 23,042 23,978 22,741 22,218 20,678 20,653 19,194
............................Pharmaceutical sciences 2,839 2,876 2,786 2,818 2,694 2,782 3,296 3,482

.......................Speech pathology/audiology 8,133 8,567 8,804 9,305 9,526 9,552 9,675 9,986
.....................................Veterinary sciences 924 922 975 997 1,224 1,288 1,314 1,367
...................................Health related, n.e.c. 10,708 11,305 12,506 13,974 14,539 15,341 15,572 15,712

KEY: n.e.c. = Not elsewhere classified

SOURCE: National Science Foundation/Division of Science Resources Statistics, Survey of Graduate Students and Postdoctorates in 
Science and Engineering 


